
for example, has only three counties. Supporting 
the claim that everything is bigger in Texas, that 
state has 254 counties—the most in the nation.

Geographically speaking, counties are typically 
the largest local governments, although, like their 
numbers, their sizes can vary enormously. 
Arlington County, Virginia, covers 42 square miles, 
which is on the smallish side. North Slope Borough, 
Alaska, encompasses 142,224 (mostly uninhab-
ited) square miles. Measured by population, coun-
ties range from 10 million people in Los Angeles 

County, California, to 90 people in Kalawao 
County, Hawaii. (See Tables 11-2 and 11-3.)

Because among substate governments counties 
generally cover the largest amounts of geograph-
ical territory, they bear much of the burden of 
providing services widely, if not lavishly. The 
majority of the million citizens in California’s 
Sacramento County, for example, live in unincor-
porated territory. This means that their property 
is not part of any city, town, or township that can 
provide municipal services. Hence, the burden 

TABLE 11-2

Twenty-Five Largest U.S. Counties by 
Population, 2013

Rank County, State
Population 
Estimates

  1 Los Angeles County, California 10,017,068

  2 Cook County, Illinois 5,240,700

  3 Harris County, Texas 4,336,853

  4 Maricopa County, Arizona 4,009,412

  5 San Diego County, California 3,211,252

  6 Orange County, California 3,114,363

  7 Miami-Dade County, Florida 2,617,176

  8 Kings County, New York 2,592,149

  9 Dallas County, Texas 2,480,331

10 Queens County, New York 2,296,175

11 Riverside County, California 2,292,507

12 San Bernardino County, California 2,088,371

13 King County, Washington 2,044,449

14 Clark County, Nevada 2,027,868

15 Tarrant County, Texas 1,911,541

16 Santa Clara County, California 1,862,041

17 Broward County, Florida 1,838,844

18 Bexar County, Texas 1,817,610

19 Wayne County, Michigan 1,775,273

20 New York County, New York 1,626,159

21 Alameda County, California 1,578,891

22 Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania 1,553,165

23 Middlesex County, Massachusetts 1,552,802

24 Suffolk County, New York 1,499,738

25 Sacramento County, California 1,462,131

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “2013 Population Estimates,” http://factfinder2.census 
.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk

TABLE 11-3

Twenty-Five Smallest U.S. Counties 
by Population, 2013

Rank County, State Population

  1 Kalawao County, Hawaii 90

  2 Loving County, Texas 95

  3 King County, Texas 285

  4 Kenedy County, Texas 412

  5 Arthur County, Nebraska 458

  6 Blaine County, Nebraska 482

  7 Petroleum County, Montana 506

  8 McPherson County, Nebraska 526

  9 Loup County, Nebraska 576

10 Grant County, Nebraska 633

11 Borden County, Texas 637

12 Yakutat City and Borough, Alaska 642

13 San Juan County, Colorado 692

14 Harding County, New Mexico 693

15 Thomas County, Nebraska 699

16 Treasure County, Montana 700

17 Mineral County, Colorado 721

18 Hooker County, Nebraska 738

19 Banner County, Nebraska 759

20 Wheeler County, Nebraska 759

21 Slope County, North Dakota 761

22 Logan County, Nebraska 763

23 McMullen County, Texas 764

24 Keya Paha County, Nebraska 790

25 Kent County, Texas 807

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “2013 Population Estimates,” http://factfinder2 
.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk
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